
WRITING
[poetry]

in the primary grades

Created By: Susan Jones (www.susanjonesteaching.com) 

http://www.susanjonesteaching.com/


Students will get in tune with their 
senses and their feelings as 

they begin writing poetry. Both 
form poetry and free-verse 

poetry are included in this pack. 

-Sensory poems
-Feelings poems

-Form poem examples & writing 
pages

- Poetry topic cards
- Poetry book covers



Students will brainstorm 
sensory words to describe 

different objects/events. 
Students will use their planning 

sheet to write their own 
sensory poems.

Sensory Poems



Use your senses to describe walking in a garden.

My Poetry Planning Sheet
Name:

I hear...

I see...

I smell...

I feel...

I taste...

birds chirping, bees buzzing., 
“Bzzz, Bzzz!” 

Teacher Example

colorful flowers, butterflies, 
green grass

fresh cut grass

the warm sun, a butterfly 
landing on me

cold lemonade that my 
mom made



Poet: Teacher Example

A Day In The Garden

During the Spring, I go on walks through 
the garden. “Bzzz, Bzzz!” I hear the bees 
buzzing and the birds chirping. I can see 
the colorful flowers in red, yellow, and 
purple. I see the green grass and smell 
that it has just been cut. I love feeling 
the warm sun on my skin. A butterfly 

lands lightly on my arm as I take a sip of 
my mom’s ice cold lemonade. I simply 
love taking walks through my garden.



Students will write poems 
about different times in their 

life when they have felt:
Happy, angry, scared, 

excited, confused, sad, 
worried, proud & 
embarrassed. 

Emotion Poems



I’m feeling happy!

My Poetry Planning Sheet
Name: Teacher Example

Being home with my 
family always 
cheers me up.

I am happy when I 
get to hang out with 

my friends.

Laughing at jokes 
makes me smile!

Swimming in the pool 
on a hot day makes 

me happy!



Poet: Teacher Example

Cheer Me Up!

Swimming in the pool on a hot, summer day.

Hanging out with friends - I love to play!

My family always puts a smile on my face.

Sleeping in my bed is my own happy place.

At the park with my sister, lemonade in my cup.

These are just some ways to cheer me up!



Over the next few pages, I have 
examples and writing pages for 

the form poems I teach my 
students. I spend much more 

time on the free verse poems, 
but these are always fun and 
make an easy writing center!

Form Poems



Acrostic Poems
Acrostic poems use each letter in a topic word 
to help describe the topic. The phrases in the 

poem should relate to the topic word.

B
E
A
C
H

xciting game of volleyball in the sand.

bout to build a sandcastle.

hildren splashing in the water.

ot, hot sun, tanning my skin.

right and sunny day!



Cinquain Poems
Cinquain poems are five line poems which use 
different parts of speech to describe a topic. 

kittens
adorable, fluffy

purring, scratching, playing
grow up too quickly

cats



Shape Poems
Students can either write inside an already drawn shape or 
they can challenge themselves to write their poem so it 

actually creates the outline of their shape.

Bright.
Shining.

In the sky. Twinkling right in front 
of my eyes.

I make a wish,
in the night. 

I hope it comes 
true with all my might.



Color Poems
Students list things that remind them of different 
colors. Students fill out the planning sheet first to 

help them brainstorm.

Red.
Red is my heart, 

a strawberry, and a new crayon.
Red tastes like a cup of cold fruit punch.

Red smells like roses.
Red sounds like a fire engine.

Red feels like my favorite blanket.
Red looks like my face when I’m embarrassed.

Red makes me angry.
Red is passionate.



Haiku
A haiku is a short, powerful poem with 3 lines that 
follows a pattern of syllables. The first line has 5 

syllables, the second has 7 syllables, and the last line 
has 5 syllables.

Thunder and lightning
Dark and scary clouds scare me

Mom keeping me safe!



Sometimes my kids need help 
thinking of a theme or 

something to write about. At my 
poetry writing center, I have all 
the poetry templates and these 

cards to help students 
brainstorm ideas!

Poetry Cards!



Throughout our poetry unit, I collect 
samples of my students’ poems to compile 

into a book. The next few pages are 
optional covers I use for the students to 

decorate before I bind their books!

*When our books are completed, we have a 
poetry party! Students dress in all black on 
that day as we share our favorite poems. 

When a poem is shared, students snap 
their applause for each poet!*

Poetry Books!


