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In This Unit:
• Comprehension questions for each Tacky book
• Vocabulary questions for each Tacky book
• Opinion writing prompt for each Tacky book
• Tacky craft
• Generic pages to be used with any Tacky book:

• Making predictions
• Retelling
• Problem/Solution
• Comparing books
• Text-to-self connections
• And more!



What You Need:
The following activities are aligned directly to the following texts by 

Helen Lester:

Tacky the Penguin
Tacky in Trouble

Tacky and the Emperor
Tacky Goes to Camp

Tacky and the Winter Games
Three Cheers for Tacky

*At the top of each page it will say which book
the activity is aligned to.*



Oh, Tacky!
After reading Tacky the Penguin think of some adjectives to describe Tacky. 

Write down some examples from the text for each adjective. 

Adjective:

Example:

Adjective:

Example:

Adjective:

Example:

Adjective:

Example:

Name:



Would You Want Tacky to be Your Friend?
In Tacky the Penguin, we learn that Tacky is an odd bird. Would you want to 

be friends with Tacky? Why or why not?

Name:

Yes! No Way!

Circle one:

Give your reasons!



Tacky Vocab!
After reading Tacky the Penguin find and define the following vocabulary words. 

After you know what they mean, write a sentence using your new word. 

Name:

companions blaredhearty graceful

4.

3.

2.

1.



A team with Tacky!
After reading Tacky and the Winter Games, would you want Tacky to be on 

your team? Why or why not?

Name:

No Way!

Circle one:

Give your reasons!

Yes!



Answer This! Name:

Why were the judges yawning and snoring at the beginning of the competition?

After reading Three Cheers for Tacky, answer the following questions.

Did the crowd like Tacky’s cheer? How do you know?

Name some ways Tacky and the other penguins are different in this story.



Tacky Craft!
Students can 

decorate their 
own wacky Tacky     
t-shirt and create 

a Tacky craft. 
These are perfect 

to hang up with 
any of the Tacky 
activities in this 

unit.



Dear Helen Lester…
It is your job to help Helen Lester come up with the next Tacky story. What do you think his next 
adventure should be? Where should he go? What trouble will he get into? How will the story end?

Title:

Illustration:

What will Tacky do in this book?

How will the story end?



I’m Unique like Tacky!

By:



Thank You!
Thank you so much for purchasing my Tacky the 

Penguin unit! If you like this unit, check out my author 
study for Mo Willems:

For more ideas and freebies, visit me at 
http://thankgoditsfirstgrade.blogspot.com

w Susan

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Mo-Willems-An-Author-Study-for-Grades-K-2-1217555
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