
aPpLy It
higher order thinking math tasks

Created By: Susan Jones (http://thankgoditsfirstgrade.blogspot.com) 

1st GRADE - COMMON CORE ALIGNED

http://thankgoditsfirstgrade.blogspot.com/


iN tHiS uNiT
This unit was created to help your students apply the math they have 
learned to both tangible and real life tasks. Each task promotes higher 

level, multistep thinking which can be shared with class. 

I have included 8 different tasks for each of the following CCSS math 
domains:

CCSS Domain

Number Sense

Addition

Subtraction

Place Value

Geometry & Measurement

Time & Money

The tasks are posed in 3 different ways:
Black & white printable version for students to work on their own.
Black & white guided printable for students who may need help.

Color task card version – great for laminating an passing out in a group 
setting.



iN mY cLaSsRoOm
I try to incorporate “math talks” in my classroom as often as I can. These talks get 
my students discussing their solutions to problems, defending their answers, and 

providing different ways to solve any given problem. They get my students THINKING! 

These tasks are both challenging and fun for my first graders. They require higher 
level thinking and many are multi-step. Each task also has a challenge question that can 
be used when a student solves the problem and is looking to challenge themselves a 

little further.

I use all three versions of the tasks in my room. We use the task cards in groups 
with large posters for students to show their work. When we split up into groups like 
this, I choose tasks that are appropriate for each group based on their needs. I 

also make sure to put aside time for the groups to explain their work and their 
answers.

In small groups, I will often use the printable versions (guided or not based on their 
ability levels) so I can observe their thinking and guide them as necessary through 

the problem solving process.

However I choose to use the tasks, I make sure that talking is a HUGE part of the 
task. I often ask questions that start with these stems:

-Why did you ______________________?
-What if you __________________________________?

-Is there another way you could’ve ___________________________?
-How do you know _______________________________?

I love to see the discussions that occur when my students walk me through their 
process. They show their peers new ways of thinking that help them in later tasks. 

They also impress me over and over again!



tAsK cArDs



pRiNtAbLeS



DrESS TEDDY!
Look at Teddy’s clothes below. How many different outfits can 

Teddy wear with those clothes?

-CHALLENGE-
Teddy just found a new pair of jeans! Now how many different outfits can he wear?



COUNTEr SUMS
Look at the counters below. How many ways can you combine 

the counters to get the sum 12?

-CHALLENGE-
Use the same counters. How many ways can you make the sum 14?

2 3 4 5 6 7 8



I’M THINKING OF A NUMBEr…
I’m thinking of a number…

Then, I subtract 4. The difference is 17.
What was the number I was thinking of?

-CHALLENGE-
Could I have been thinking of another number? Defend your answer.



DECOMPOSE
How can you decompose the 
number 120 using place value 

blocks?

-CHALLENGE-
Is there another way to decompose that 

number?

CArrY THE ONE

-CHALLENGE-
What does it mean to “carry the one” in double 

digit addition problems?

I CAN MAKE MOrE
Think of three 2-digit numbers 
that have more tens than ones 
and record them. Circle the tens 

place in each number.

-CHALLENGE-
Think of three 3-digit numbers that have more ones 

than tens AND more hundreds than tens.

PrOBLEM SOLVING

-CHALLENGE-
Use what you know about place value solve 143 

+ 232.

Kensie added the two numbers 43 
and 48 together. She got a sum of 81. 

Is she correct? If not, what did 
Kensie do wrong?

Use what you know about place value 
to solve the problem: 63 + 25.



IF THE PATTErN CONTINUES: GUIDED
Look at the shapes below. What shape should come next?

Explain how you know.

-CHALLENGE-
Could it be any other shape? Explain.

?
Look at the first shape. How many corners does it have?

Look at the second shape. How many corners does it have?
What about the third?

What shape should be next?



MEASUrING MIX-UP: GUIDED
I need to measure my desk! I measure it with connecting cubes and 

to double check, I also measure it pencils. Why did I get two 
different measurements?

-CHALLENGE-
If I measure something with my hands and then use my mom’s hands to measure the same 

thing, will we get the same measurement? Why or why not?

Take out some cubes and measure your own desk. 
Now measure it with pencils.

Did you also get two different measurements?

How are the pencil and the cube different?



ALLOWANCE
Your mom and dad want to give you an allowance, but they have 

different plans. Your mom wants to give you 4 quarters every day. 
Your dad wants to give you 15 dimes every day. Whose allowance 

would you rather have? 

-CHALLENGE-
Your mom decides she will give you 4 quarters, twice a day. Now, whose allowance would you 

rather have?



tHaNk yOu
Thank you for purchasing my “Apply 
It! Higher Order Thinking Tasks” for 
first grade! I hope you and your 

students enjoyed them 
For more freebies and ideas, visit 

me at my blog:
http://thankgoditsfirstgrade.blogspot.com

Susanw

Check out my other Common Core math resources:
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Susan-Jones-

Tgif/Category/Common-Core-Math
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