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▪ Today is the first day of Writer’s Workshop! Students will get their first 
sneak peek at what WW will look like in your classroom and understand 
that we are all writers with stories to tell.

We will understand that we are a community of writers.
Have all your students gather in your meeting spot where you will conduct WW every day. Decide 
whether you want students in a circle or in rows, if you want assigned spots or not. Let your students 
know that WW is an important part of our day and that both the students and you, the teacher, have 
very important jobs! Explain that each day you will meet together on the rug and first, you will start 
with a mini lesson with a focus point. Let them know that today, we will begin to see that we are all 
writers and we all have stories to tell! Have students look around at their classmates and explain that 
each of us is an author. We can all write stories and this year we are going to work together to 
become even better writers. 

Show students the cover of the book, No David, and explain that the author, David Shannon, 
originally wrote this story when he was only 5 years old! When he was an adult, he found his 
childhood story and published it into this very book. As you read, point out how David Shannon 
doesn’t use too many words in his book. We can follow along with his story by looking at the 
illustrations. Explain that David Shannon is also the illustrator of his book and both his illustrations 
and words convey his message to us as readers. I also like to point out that David Shannon wrote 
about his family and things that he has done. We can also write about our families.

Explain that today, we are going to start writing our own stories and ask students to share if they 
have ever done anything like David did in the story. Let them know they can write about that during 
independent writing. They can also write about anything they’d like!

Pass out a pocket folder and age appropriate writing paper with illustration boxes to each student. 
Let them know that this will be their writing folder for the year. Give students around 5-10 minutes 
to write whatever story comes to their mind – the first few days you may want to give them some 
examples (family, routines, favorite things, etc) . I let students know that during independent writing, 
their only job is to write. They will continue writing and illustrating until the time is up.
*This is something that requires stamina and it will continue to build throughout the year*

Ask for a couple volunteers to share their work with the class. Highlight and applause their ideas and 
illustrations. If there aren’t any willing volunteers, highlight some of the great stories you saw as your 
walked around the classroom.


