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▪ Today, students will be introduced to informative writing and learn 
how it is different than narrative and/or opinion writing.

We will understand what informative writing is.
When students come to the rug, let them know that today we will be learning about a new type 
of writing called informative writing and we will see how it is different from narrative and 
opinion writing (whichever ones you have previously taught).

Use the informative anchor chart to help explain what informative writing is and choose one of 
the informative writing mentor texts (or any informative book you have access to) to read a few 
pages and point out what the author is teaching us and some of the nonfiction text features that 
are present. I usually choose a nonfiction book about animals as they tend the be engaging for 
students. As you read, ask for student input on how an informative text is different from some of 
the other stories they’ve read so far this year.

Let students know that before we begin writing our own informative texts, we want to make sure 
we understand the differences between informative writing and other types of writing we 
read/write often.

Have students listen to you read some of the writing genre cards and model thinking aloud as 
you determine whether it is informative, opinion or narrative writing (cards are separated so if 
you haven’t taught one of the genres yet, you can omit those cards). After modeling a couple, 
have students give their input. You can use the slides or simply read a card, 1-by-1 and use 
different hand signals to have students determine the genre of the writing.

For example, students can pretend to hold a magnifying glass when it is informative, point to 
their brain when it is opinion, and hold their two hands open like a book when it is narrative.

When students go back to their seats, let them know we will continue to sort and identify 
different types of writing and determine which is informative writing. Pass out the “What’s the 
genre?” sheet and complete together with students.

Ask students to share one informative fact they learned from this sheet.



:

writing to inform or teach someone 
facts about a topic

starts with an introduction to the topic
shares facts about the topic
ends with a closing 

Polar bears live on ice 
and snow in artic areas. 
They have thick fur and 
blubber to keep them 
warm.



Fact cards: can – have - are

can have are

can have are

can have are can have are

can have are

can have are
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gills

dorsal fin

snout

tail fin
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