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▪ Today, students will be introduced to creating illustrations from basic 
shapes.

We can use shapes to make illustrations.
Have students join you on the rug and introduce the objective for the day. Let students know that we 
will learn some strategies to help us create our own illustrations when writing. Have student identify 
many different shapes that they’ll be familiar with (slide 3 has examples of this). Students will come 
up to the board, name the shapes they know and trace them.

Have students take a look at different lines as well. They can draw straight lines, curved lines, and zig-
zag lines. If you aren’t using the slides to guide this, you can have students bring their whiteboards 
and markers to the rug so they can draw the different types of lines on their own.

Display a few images (either photos or clipart) of people, animals, and things that they see every day. 
Have students identify the different shapes and types of lines in the images. They may notice straight 
lines to create a tree trunk or a circle to make a sun.

Model drawing your own person, animal, or thing using some of the shapes we learned about. As 
you model, think aloud and identify the lines/shapes you’re using.

Let students know that they will now practice creating their own illustrations using shapes. Before 
they go back to their seats, have them turn and tell a partner what they will draw. Will they try to 
draw a person, an animal, or something they see around us?

Pass out the illustration sheet to students and they will spend their time drawing different 
illustrations using the shapes we’ve learned. As you walk around (or pull a small group back), remind 
students that we are not professional artists. It’s okay if our picture doesn’t look exactly the way we 
want it to. We are just trying our best!

Students will share with a partner what they drew and what shapes they used. You can also see if 
any students want to come up to the front and share their work with the class.
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