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▪ Today, students will be introduced to opinion writing as a way to 
share our thoughts. Students will learn what an opinion is and how it 
differs from a fact. When introducing a new type of writing genre, we 
spend more time on the minilesson than independent writing. 
Prepare for that today.

We will understand what an opinion is.
When students gather on the rug, remind them that they’ve just finished writing tons of personal 
narratives (or whatever your last unit was). Beginning today, we will start writing in a different 
genre. We will write our opinions! Explain that when we wrote personal narratives, we shared 
stories about our lives. With opinion writing, we will be sharing our thoughts and giving our 
reader reasons to support our opinions. To do this, we must first understand what an opinion is 
and how it differs from a fact.

Use the “Opinion vs. fact” anchor chart to help introduce and explain what an opinion is. 

Walk students through a fact vs. opinion sort whole group so students can see and listen to 
more examples of opinions and facts. Clarify as needed. You can do this by cutting out the 
cards and doing it in a circle on the rug, or you can exit slideshow mode in the slides and move 
the facts and opinions.

Let students know you’ll be playing a stand up, sit down game where students will need to 
identify if they are hearing a fact or an opinion. Read the slides one by one and if students hear a 
fact they will stand up. If they hear an opinion, they will sit down. If you aren’t using the slides, 
some examples to use are:
• Elephants have tusks. Elephants are scary.
• Frogs are amphibians. Frogs are gross.
• Ice cream is made with cream. Ice cream is the best dessert.

When students go back to their seats, have them take out a yellow and a red crayon. If your 
students are able to read the fact and opinion sort on their own, they can complete this 
independently. I typically complete this type of day 1 activity by reading each part aloud and 
then discussing if it should be colored red or yellow.

Ask students to pair up with a partner and share 1 fact of their own choosing and 1 opinion they 
have. Circulate and re-teach as needed.



we will share how we feel
about something

something that 
actually 

happened and 
can be proven 

true.

You cannot change a fact.

a personal 
belief about 

something that 
cannot be 

proven true.

You can change an opinion.







Opinion: Reason to support it:

Read each of the sentences below. Paste the opinions in one column and match the 
reasons to support each one in the other column.

That movie is funny. They are too sour.

We shouldn’t have homework. It always makes me laugh.

Pickles are gross! I am responsible. 

I should have a pet dog.
There is too much to do after 

school.
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