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▪ Today, students will be introduced to creating their own how-to booklet. 
They will see examples of how-to mentor texts and understand the basic 
concept of teaching someone how to do something.

We will understand what a how-to booklet is.
As students come over to the rug, remind them of the types of writing we’ve worked through and 
published so far this year. Let them know that today, we will dive into a new type of informational 
writing and create our own “how-to” booklets.

Explain that “how to” writing is a specific type of informative writing where the author teaches the 
reader how to do something by following steps. Use this anchor chart to help explain.

I let students know that before we start making our own how-to books, we will take a look at a 
mentor text to see how authors write these types of books.

For our first mentor text, I like to show an informational how-to text like How A House is Built by Gail 
Gibbons. As I read, I ask students to look for things from our anchor chart (transition words, steps, 
captions, etc.) to see if Gail Gibbons includes them in her story. 

Let students know that today, during independent writing time, they will be exploring different how 
to books to see which elements authors include in their books.

Students will spend this time exploring how-to writing and cross-checking the anchor chart we 
introduced today to see what elements the different authors included in their books. This 
exploration will help them become more familiar with the way authors write how-to books before 
we write our own.

Depending on how many mentor texts you are able to find, you will likely have students do this in 
groups and rotate to different tables to explore!

Have students share out some of the features they noticed while reading the mentor texts. I like to 
ask students if they feel like they learned how to do something new today while reading through 
their books and have them explain what the author did to help them.



a type of writing that teaches readers
how to do something
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Do I have a clear and colorful cover page?

Do my steps go in order and make sense?

Do my illustrations have labels and/or captions?

Do I have detailed, colorful illustrations?

Is my handwriting the neatest I can make it? and

You’re ready to copy onto your publishing pages!

Did I go through my editing checklist?

Do my steps use transition words?

HOW TO FISH

Next,
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