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▪ Today, students will be introduced to research-based writing. 
Students will identify different aspects of nonfiction writing and 
explore different nonfiction books.

We will understand what research-based writing is.
As students come over to the rug, remind them of the types of writing we’ve worked through and 
published so far this year. Let them know that today, we will begin a new writing project where 
we will write informative books based on what we’ve learned about a topic.

Ask students to explain the differences between nonfiction and fiction books based on what 
they’ve learned/read so far this year. Explain that when we write our informative books, they will 
be based on facts we learn. We aren’t sharing stories about our lives or our opinions but 
instead, we will share true facts about a topic.

Show them the steps we will be taking throughout this project using this anchor chart.

Use a mentor text like, Frogs by Gail Gibbons (I love using any of Gail Gibbons’ informative texts 
for this unit) to show how an informative book teaches us facts about a topic. I like to explain 
that while Gail Gibbons probably knows a lot about frogs, she has written many informative 
books about all sorts of animals and topics and she must do her research (search and find 
information) about each topic before she shares it with others. Read a few of the pages aloud 
and point out some of the facts Gail Gibbons teaches us in the book. You can record them on 
this fact-finding sheet to model what students will be doing during IW. Teacher example here.

Let students know that today, during independent writing time, they will be exploring different 
nonfiction books and seeing what facts they learn while reading. They will use their own fact-
finding sheets to record what they’ve learned.

Students will spend this time exploring nonfiction books (you can use Epic to share books with 
students or even read your own book aloud to students) and writing some facts they find 
interesting on their fact-finding sheets. This exploration will help them become more familiar 
with the way authors write nonfiction books.

Have students share out some facts they’ve learned from the books they’ve read.  I also like to 
ask if students saw any similarities about the books they read today. Even though they teach us 
about different topics, were they set up in a similar way at all?



we will write an informative book to teach
others what we’ve learned about a topic.

pick a topic find information 
about the topic

organize the 
information

share the 
information with 

others



Habitat
Draw a picture of your animal’s habitat

How would you describe their habitat?

Where in the World does your animal live?



My animal eats:
Topic sentence: state exactly what your animal eats in a sentence.

Fact 1: share a fact about your animal eating. Fact 2: share a fact about your animal eating.

Closing sentence: restate your topic sentence in a different way.



make your own: 
HABITATS & CLAY ANIMALS!
One fun way to extend this project is to create habitats and clay animals. 

At the end of the slides, you’ll find three slides I use when teaching students 

to make their own habitats. With the right supplies, this becomes a pretty 

simple project and students can be as creative as they’d like! Below I 

include the links for supplies I use when doing this. (I like to create a wish list 

for parents on Amazon.) Be aware – this is messy, but fun! Just assemble the 

boxes, be sure to have Elmer’s Glue and hot glue gun handy and have 

fun!

SUPPLIES:

• Habitat boxes

• Examples of habitat supplies (1)

• Examples of habitat supplies (2)

https://www.schoolspecialty.com/roylco-set-the-scene-diorama-8-12-x-11-inches-white-pack-of-12-1430158?srsltid=AfmBOoqBT9SdxNCyq7GCM-Itn4yvz07pZuy_GW0ZDsW3bPvKF7P44aeo
https://amzn.to/43a0R70
https://amzn.to/4m9KVu7
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